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Samantha Adams shoots for goal against Hong Kong while Josh Berney goes for a running-in shot against India) 

 
Naturally we feature the IKF U23 World Korfball 

Championships in this issue but just as important 

are the events to take place next year and other 

aspects such as social korfball. So check all in this 

final issue for 2012. We begin with impressions 

from those taking part in IKF U23 WKC. 

A summary from Craig Miller Senior Coach  
  
We travelled to Holland 

to stay with the club 

KV Wageningen, who 

made one of their 

clubrooms available for 

use during our 

preparation phase. 

This gave us a great 

place to base 

ourselves for meals,  

 

team meetings and to listen to Patty DJ!  

We trained daily and had top Dutch coaches come 

and assist with the team, offering valuable 

information to all players. We had three practice 

matches in Holland. Each match gave the team 

opportunities to play against very experienced 

players. Our play improved dramatically every 

match, leading to a win on our final match against 

DKOD1 – Helen Searle and Dennis Giles’s old 

club. 

In the championships our pool matches were all 

quite tough; we put ourselves into a winning 

position in some of the matches but were 

disappointingly unable to get an elusive win. 

The cross final against China was the most 

important match of the WCs for us. We played 



great team korfball and executed well on offence, 

but more pleasingly, defended their main attackers 

out of their preferred scoring positions to lead to our 

first win. 

Winning our cross over meant we were able to play 

off for 9th or 10th against India. With our first four 

attacks we scored four goals. Our confidence was 

high due to the controlled manner in which we 

executed our attack and the exceptional defence, 

which was forcing India to shoot instead of taking 

their preferred run-ins. Australia achieved a five 

goal win and a final score of 22 – 17 to finish 9th. 

Perhaps with a little more diligence in our play we 

could have finished 7th but that is due much to the 

lack of regular consistent high level competition 

available to us at a time like this. 

 More important our players will return as much 

better korfballers from the experience. 

Consequently, I am sure they will be motivated to 

pass on their knowledge and skills to their peers 

and the next generation of potential Australian 

players. 

 

IKF U23 World Korfball Championships 
Here are the results of the final games and 

resulting placings. 
 

Game  Score  

 
Belgium U23 - Netherlands U23  15 - 30  

 
Germany U23 - Chinese Taipei U23  18 - 24  

 
Catalonia U23 - England U23  10 - 11  

 
Hong Kong U23 - Portugal U23  19 - 32  

 
India U23 - Australia U23  17 - 22  

 
South Africa U23 - China U23  22 - 26  

 
 

You can find out more about Australia’s games on 

the Korfball Australia website and video highlights 

on the IKF website. 

korfball.org.au/ 

http://www.youtube.com/user/ikfchannel 

 
 

Now we have some of the youth who participated 
to give their viewpoints about their experiences. 
 
 
The practice 

matches in 

Wageningen were 

my first exposure to 

Korfball beyond our 

local competitions. 

It was great to 

finally put all those 

months of training 

into action, and I 

absolutely loved the 

experience. I gained 

so much from the 

training sessions 

with different 

coaches, and they 

were perfect 

preparation for the World Championships. It was 

really nice too to have our host families supporting 

us in the games. 

 Mel Johnson (above, Mel playing against Germany) 

 

I really enjoyed the 

practice matches 

we played against 

very experienced 

players in local 

teams in 

Wageningen. I also 

learnt a lot from the 

coaching sessions 

we had with Edwin 

and Rico. I gained 

knowledge about 

my own game that I 

was able to 

implement when 

we got to 

Barcelona. 

 Chris Webb 

                                  (above,Chris playing against India) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.worldkorfball.org/competitions/67.html?2-order=game_name-d
http://www.worldkorfball.org/competitions/67.html?2-order=score-d
http://www.worldkorfball.org/games/1281.html
http://www.worldkorfball.org/games/1280.html
http://www.worldkorfball.org/games/1279.html
http://www.worldkorfball.org/games/1278.html
http://www.worldkorfball.org/games/1277.html
http://www.worldkorfball.org/games/1276.html
http://www.youtube.com/user/ikfchannel


The time and effort 

put in over the past 

few years 

were really worth it. 

Thanks to the 

coaching and 

support team. The 

highlight for me in 

Barcelona was the 

excitement of 

playing and beating 

India. We were so 

pumped and it was 

a great finish to the 

tournament. The 

lead up with our terrific   hosts Wageningen 

has also given me the opportunity to go to the 

Netherlands next year to further develop my 

Korfball. Ashlee Othen 

 
And some viewpoints from others who made it 
all happen. 

                                         A 
lot was learnt and a lot of 
fun was had on and off the 
court. What an 
amazing group of under 
23s Australia has. I would 
be proud to call any or all 
of them my own. And our 
support team was 
amazing. Ann is a dynamo 
and we were lucky to have 
her and Kelly. Ali Othen 
(Manager) 
 
 
 
 

It gave me a 
true sense of 
national 
pride and 
very 
rewarding to 
be helping 
the players 
prepare 
physically for 
every game 
and helping 
them overcome their injuries and play to the best of 
their ability on court. Kelly  Willis (our 
physiotherapist) 

I was very proud of 

the group as a 

whole. They played 

some really good 

games. Even in the 

games we didn't do 

our best they fought 

extremely hard to 

come back. They 

demonstrated a true 

Australian spirit. I 

was really 

impressed by their 

last two wins which 

demonstrated the 

skills and 

knowledge they 

have learnt over the 

past two years and 

less than two weeks experience in Europe. As an 

assistant coach it is really nice to see things come 

together and the group enjoy themselves. I hope 

this motivates them to seek to play at the highest 

level. 

Coaching has been a rewarding experience for me, 

being able to share my knowledge, skills and 

experiences with the younger players in order to 

help them become better players. 

Jess May U23 Assistant Coach  

Jess recently retired as one of our longest serving 

national players. 

 

 
Three important observers at a game in Barcelona: 
Dennis Giles who now supports Australian squads 
going to Holland where he now lives, Luke Rosie 
(Australian International Referee) and Tim Miller 
(IKF Oceania President).  



As Australia’s international referee at the 

tournament here’s what Luke had to say: 

To prepare for the tournament I spent a week in 

Holland submerged in their amazing Korfball 

culture and refereeing practice matches including 

last year’s Dutch national champions KZs indoor 

training. This alone made the trip a highlight as 

their first team includes 7 current/former 

international players. 

I had a good start to the tournament and lined the 

“match of the pool round” between Belgium and 

Chinese Taipei an amazing experience because I 

was working with one of only 5 elite referees on the 

IKF list, Lucas Filip. This was another experience 

that made the whole trip worthwhile. 

I was lucky enough to whistle 5 games for the 

tournament including a final position match. I learnt 

so much over the week of the tournament, from 

being around top level Korfball and speaking with 

various coaches, assessors, korfball officials and 

other referees. I believe that referees have to work 

closer with administrators, coaches and players so 

we can increase the level of the game as a whole 

to be more competitive when we travel. If you ever 

want to chat about refereeing contact me at 

lukerosie3@gmail.com 

 

Tim says, I was Chair of the Jury ensuring the 

actual tournament playing schedule ran smoothly, 

scores were all correct and that everyone knew 

what happening up to the minute with the online 

scoring system. Being part of the jury also gives 

jurists an opportunity to have the best seat in the 

house! I'd be very keen to see Korfball in the 

Oceania region adopt aspects of the scoring 

system to train up future jury members. 

Megan (KA Secretary there as a spectator) 
It was pleasing to see how much the squad 
learnt from their experience in Holland 
before the tournament and be rewarded for 
all the hard work they’ve put in by finishing 
the tournament o a high with two convincing 
victories. 

 

 
 
 

From National President and 
Assistant Coach Mark Zilm 
 

I strongly endorse all the positive 
comments above about the 
generous hosting of our squad by 
our Dutch friends at KV 
Wageningen and the efficient 
running of the championships by the 
hosts Catalonia and IKF. 

I would like to put the trip and the experiences of 
everyone involved in the context of korfball in 
Australia moving forward. 

We did remarkably well 
to compete as well as 
we did and finish as 
high as we did 
considering the 
challenges we have 
compared to other 
countries competing. 
These include lack of 
government and private 
sector funding which, 
because of the huge 
personal costs, limits 
the range of participants 
available for selection 

and our ability to attend sufficient events. This, in 
turn, limits our exposure to high level competition. 
In addition, coming from such a sporting nation, we 
have a lot of domestic competition from other 
sports.  
  
Even with these challenges Australia has been able 
to compete on the world stage and be proud of 
what we have achieved. We can do better at the 
elite level but also use this experience for making 
korfball better for all players in Australia - from 
children through to social players of any age or 
“need”.  
 
To this end all regions will need to work closely 
together while as a minority sport we will need to 
work harder and smarter to make sure we meet the 
challenges ahead by having continuous player 
development throughout Australia. From here we 
need to encourage players, coaches and managers 
to get on board early with the national development 
program which we are about to embark on.   
 

mailto:lukerosie3@gmail.com


 
The Aussie supporters who travelled to Barcelona 

included mums, dads and friends. 
Comment from Megan? 

 
 

Tour Schedule/Playing Calendar 2013-2014 
 
2013 
June  National Club Championships Victoria  
          U16 National Development Camp 
August    European Invitational Tour Australia 
October- Regional Youth Development  
              Tournament SA/Vic  
 
2014 
Jan or April – U/21 Youth Cup/Development Tour 
Netherlands 
April ? – Open Team Asia/Oceania venue TBA 
(most likely Asia) 
June – National Clubs Championships Adelaide 
July – European Invitational Tour Australia 
October- Regional Youth Development Tournament 
SA/Vic/NSW  

 
A number of other interstate events are planned 
between regions and clubs, beginning with an 
Outdoor Tournament in Adelaide 23-24th 
February, 2013 and these will be advertised in this 
and other korfball social media. 

BREAKING NEWS 
2013 National Club Championships & U/16 

National  Development Tournament/Camp 

We are excited to announce that New Zealand and 

specifically the Canterbury Region will be attending 

the above events to be held in Victoria on the June 

Long Weekend (8-10th June).  The most likely 

format will be A Grade, B Grade and the U16 

Development Tournament/Camp which will be run 

separately.  More information including the location 

will be sent in the near future to clubs and 

associations and will be available here in the 

newsletter and on korfball websites. 

 

 THE FUTURE 

Korfball Australia is embarking on an exciting 

change in the way we develop the quality of players 

of all ages.  To do this we need the help of talented 

coaches and would be coaches to join together 

and work with our enthusiastic pool of 

players.  From this project over a period of time 

development and national player squads will be 

selected along with the appropriate coaches to 

suit.   

To be a part of this exciting project, please send 

your expression of interest to  

Megan Marks at Korfball Australia 

secretary@au.korfball.org.au 

or for further information ring Mark Zilm on 

0409672199 

If you are a youth or a young adult and you 

want to be a better korfball player one of 

the ways you can achieve this is through 

doing the Youth Leader Award 

 

 

THE KORFBALL YOUTH LEADER AWARD 

INFORMATION MANUAL  

This award is to help you develop korfball 

leadership skills and to provide recognition for 

these. 

The skills can be developed in school, club or 

community and the award is at three levels -  

bronze, silver and gold. 

It is open to you if you are over 12 years old. 

 

 National Coordinator of Youth Leader Award 

roykirkby@adam.com.au 

mailto:secretary@au.korfball.org.au
mailto:roykirkby@adam.com.au


 

 
 
It’s part of the Youth Leader Award and a great 
way for young korfball players to work as a 
group (2m + 2f) to improve their skills. 
Check on the Korfball Australia website for details of the 
Korfball Honours course.   http://au.korfball.org.au   

To arrange to do the course contact 
National Coordinator of Youth Leader Award 

roykirkby@adam.com.au 
 

 
 

Australian Sports Commission 
Free On-Line Courses 

If you are interested in improving your coaching or 
refereeing knowledge these two courses are really 
important and are free. 

Beginning Coaching Basic Principles Course 
Officiating Fundamentals Course 

For more information and to start either course, go to 
http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/coaches/educati
on/onlinecoach (for coaching) 
http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/coachofficial/gen
eralprinciples/introductory (for refereeing) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Resources 
 
This is an important little 
document for anyone involved in 
youth development – coaches, 
referees, administrators and 
parents.  You can find out more 
and download the document  
Korfball Youth Development at 
http://au.korfball.org.au/?page_id=110 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Check the Korfball Australia website 
for other resources. 

 
This is a very important contribution to korfball 
coaching by Ben Crum. In this book Ben sets a 
very clear framework for the complete set of 
tasks of a korfball coach. Not only the preparation 
of the players during training and the coaching 
during the match, but also a  philosophy, with a 
strong emphasis on mental and social aspects 
that are important for our game. 
You can order the book at 
http://korfballadvisor.blogspot.com.au/ 
Or Megan Marks has a few copies available at $30 
+ p&h contact Megan at 
secretary@au.korfball.org.au 

 
Where and When? 

 
This month’s picture is even more recent. It is the 

korfball teams taking part in an Australian Masters 

Games – great social korfball and many of these 

“masters” are still playing.  

http://au.korfball.org.au/
mailto:roykirkby@adam.com.au
http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/coaches/education/onlinecoach
http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/coaches/education/onlinecoach
http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/coachofficial/generalprinciples/introductory
http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/coachofficial/generalprinciples/introductory
http://au.korfball.org.au/?page_id=110
http://korfballadvisor.blogspot.com.au/
mailto:secretary@au.korfball.org.au


For your name in lights in the next issue can you 

tell me when (the year) and where this took place? 

Send you answer to Roy at 

newsletter@korfball.org.au 

 First correct, or nearest correct, gets their name in 

“lights” in the next newsletter! Like… 

 

Marie Van Vlemen   

In lights for getting last month’s picture correct.  

It was the first Australian 

team in the IKF World 

Korfball Championships in 

1983. Members still playing 

are, Sharyn Bungey, Bruce 

Bungey and Paul Adams.  
 

TALK BACK 
Dear Roy, 

Saw the Australian team in Barcelona for their last 

game, was great to see! 

All good wishes, 

Tendar/ Simon 

 (Simon had travelled from his Monastery near 

Toulouse some 400km away)

 
 

Social Korfball 
Naturally we have a focus on youth for the growth 
and health of our sport. However it is easy to 
overlook one of the most vibrant areas of our sport 
internationally and that is social korfball. There is a 
lot to say about this and we’ll keep that for one of 
our early 2013 issues. If you have got something to 
say about this let me know. Meanwhile there is 
some local social korfball to consider in Sydney, 
Bacchus Marsh and Adelaide. 
Roy contact at newsletter@korfball.org.au 
 
 
 
 

Regions News 
 
New South Wales 
Sydney City Redbacks Korfball Club is up and 
running with regular training every Saturday 
morning from 10:00 - 11:30 at the National 
Centre of Indigenous Excellence in Redfern. 
(Also known as the YMCA Sports Hall, Redfern.)  
 
All abilities of players welcome and beginners are 
especially encouraged! For further details, please 
contact sydneykorfball@gmail.com or Sarah on 
0424135965. 
 

 
 
The Club had its AGM recently and the happy 

Executive Committee is pictured above. In the 

picture, from left to right, we have: Graham Morris 

(Treasurer), Sarah Higginson (President), 

Swaroopa Mistry (Development Officer), Gemma 

Pratt (Secretary), Clinton Bryan (Captain/Coach), 

Rob Allen (Social Secretary). Our newly elected 

social sec. seems like the perfect choice as he says 

he's always the last one standing on a night out! 

 
We're all incredibly happy for Coach Clinton as he's 
getting married this weekend! (17th November) He's 
got the very best wishes from the whole of SCRKC 
:-) and from the rest of the Australian Korfball 
Community. You can meet him in Adelaide in 
February for the Classic. In the meantime we have 
the Battle of Sydney! (see below) 
 
You can find us on Facebook (Sydney City Redbacks 

Korfball Club) 

at  https://www.facebook.com/groups/152348771570192/  

mailto:newsletter@korfball.org.au
mailto:newsletter@korfball.org.au
mailto:sydneykorfball@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152348771570192/


 

Sydney Uni Sports and Aquatic Centre   

2nd December at 2pm. 

We are not sure if this will be streamed live or on 
Fox Sport or if Qantas are offering special flight and 
accommodation packages for inter-state 
supporters! 
For general information on other places for korfball 
in NSW contact Mark Zilm on 0409672199 or 
markzilm65@gmail.com  

Bacchus Marsh Melton Korfball 
Association (BMMKA) 

from Jess May 
BMMKA has just finished the last of the 

rounds. Dragons on top then Magic, 

Phoenix and Drysdale. Semi-finals 

start this week with Dragons v Magic and Phoenix v 

Drysdale.  

I have been working with a school this year to try 

and get some youths back involved in the sport 

which has been going well. We will also try some 

more schools throughout Melton to get some more 

interest and hopefully look at starting a youth 

competition again. At this point getting youth is our 

best means of survival. The inter-state events here 

next year will be very helpful for promotion 

BMMKA is always looking for new players so if 
anyone is interested please contact Jess or Dave 
at the following email address: 
frizzyjess@hotmail.com  
 

Drysdale Korfball 
For any information about korfball in Drysdale 
please phone Helen on 0425 872 726 or 
helen.searle@ikf.org 

South Australia 
Summer Social League 

outdoors at 

Marion Sports and CommunityClub 

262 Sturt Rd, Marion. 

Starts 7pm, every Friday  

Cost of just S5 each 

There’s food and drink available at the Club to 

socialise after the games. 

 

 
 
Social Korfball Friday evening competition has 
started with many new players and some 
experienced players including some returned U23’s 
to help them. New players will be most welcome 
any Friday evening 

Two clinics coming up, volunteers required...... 
  
Friday 7th December at Sacred Heart School, 
Brighton Rd from 9am to 3pm, 2 coaches needed 
with current police checks. 6 x 35 minute sessions 
of single sex year 5 students. 
  
Tuesday 11th December at ETSA Park. 11.15am 
to 1.30pm. 4 coaches required for 2 sessions of 
approx. 40 kids each. 
 

U23’s helping at these clinics is a great way to 

pass on your experience and gain points 

towards a YL award! 

For korfball support in schools please contact 
Karina Hutchesson at 
development@sa.korfball.org.au or phone 
81770737(except October when overseas 
supporting the U 23’s).   

For more SA information contact  
Mark Hamilton President  
mark.hamilton@AETlimited.com.au 
 

 
 

mailto:markzilm65@gmail.com
mailto:frizzyjess@hotmail.com
mailto:helen.searle@ikf.org
mailto:development@sa.korfball.org.au
mailto:mark.hamilton@AETlimited.com.au


 

Hey Everyone 

Do you want to help Korfball Australia 

financially and not have to put your hand 

in your pocket at all? 

All you have to do is go shopping on the 

Korfball Australia online store for your 

essential services such as phones, 

internet, gas and electricity and every 

time you pay your bill K.A gets a 

commission! 

Korfballers Karen and Mark Z, Megan and 

Brad  M, Nonie and Roy K and Tim Miller 

all get cheaper electricity, mobile and/or 

landline bills. 

They also experience really good 

Australian customer service and help 

korfball too ! 

If you are interested in helping Korfball 

Australia by being an ACN customer then 

please let Helen know and she is happy to  

do a no obligation free quotation for you. 

To view our online store please visit 

http://korfballaustralia.acndirect.com/> 
 

If you have any questions contact Helen 

on 0425 872 726 

 
KEY CONTACTS 
Mark Zilm (President): KA financial and other 
issues, NSW korfball markzilm65@gmail.com    
Megan Marks: National Clubs Championships 
nomination forms and information; expressions of 
interest for positions, KA Board matters, Awards 
secretary@au.korfball.org.au 
Helen Searle: IKF Equity issues, Drysdale korfball, 
ACN business and fund raising 
helen.searle@ikf.org 
Tim Miller: IKF Oceania – Australia/New  
Zealand exchanges/competitions 
TMiller@Cavendishsuper.com.au 
Jess May: Bacchus Marsh korfball 
frizzyjess@hotmail.com 
Karina Hutchesson: South Australia korfball 
development development@sa.korfball.org.au 

Mark Hamilton: SA korfball general enquiries 
mark.hamilton@AETlimited.com.au 
Sam, Ashlee and Jess for Youth Speak 
newsletter@korfball.org.au 
Nonie Kirkby: KA database, Friends of Korfball 
Roy Kirkby: newsletter inclusions/ comments, 
Korfball Youth Leader Awards –the course and 
appointing coordinators roykirkby@adam.com.au 
Sot Vardas for korfball post and korfs purchases 
svardas@aapt.net.au 

. 

              
 

Korfball bases, posts and korfs (synthetic 

baskets) are available to order. Please 

contact Sot for costs. svardas@aapt.net.au 

 

 
 

If you know someone who is not getting Korfball 
News and we have their email address would you 
please ask them to check their Junk Mail in case it 
is being downloaded there. 

 

If you are not getting the Korfball News emailed to 
you perhaps we haven’t got your latest email 
address. Please let Nonie or Roy know at 
newsletter@korfball.org.au 
 

 

If there is a social media or similar site you 
think Korfball News should be linked to please 
let us know. 
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